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An extensive and competitive bid 

process to redevelop the RNA 

Showgrounds is nearing its end. 

The RNA received two detailed 

redevelopment proposals from 

Australia’s leading property 

development groups - Lend Lease 

and a joint venture group comprising 

Leighton, Devine and John Holland.

The RNA’s dedicated redevelopment 

team is currently evaluating the bids to 

select a long-term development partner. 

The goal will be to revitalise the  

EkkA and turn the RNA Showgrounds 

into one of Australia’s most exciting 

inner city, mixed-use precincts, 

incorporating industry-leading design 

and precinct-wide environmental 

initiatives. 

It is expected the RNA Showgrounds 

Redevelopment Project will deliver the  

following benefits;

RNA exhibition buildings (including 

the Industrial Pavilion and Large 

Animal Pavilion) 

 

spaces, car parking and exhibitor 

accommodation facilities

facilities and assets in accordance 

with the RNA’s changing business 

model

2 office, 

residential, hotel and retail precinct 

including a fresh food market  

jobs each year during the 15 year 

development period.

The RNA will select a preferred 

development partner by early 2009  

with a financial deal to be closed soon 

after. Construction will then start after  

EkkA 2009.

Once the development partner  

has been chosen, the RNA will  

continue a thorough consultation 

process with members and the 

community. In the meantime the 

public can find out more about the 

redevelopment and provide feedback 

at: www.rnashowgrounds.com.au/

redevelopment. 

ACCESS  
ALL AREAS

Ronald McDonald House Herston, a 

home away from home for seriously ill 

children and their families is just a stones 

throw from the RNA Showgrounds.

About Ronald McDonald House 

Herston

Herston House is the largest Ronald 

McDonald House in the southern 

hemisphere. First opened in September 

1995 and following extensions in 2002 

it can now accommodate 51 families, 

each with their own room. Brisbane’s 

only other Ronald McDonald House is 

situated near the Mater Hospital and the 

two houses collectively form to make 

Ronald McDonald House SEQ.

Ronald McDonald House Herston 

provides a safe, secure and supportive 

home away from home for the families of 

seriously ill children who are undergoing 

medical treatment at the neighbouring 

Royal Brisbane Children’s Hospital. 

Many of the families are from rural and 

regional Australia where specialist 

treatment is not available.

This allows families to stay together in  

a homelike environment at a fraction 

of the cost of a hotel or motel room, 

helping to preserve the family unit in 

the midst of physical, emotional and 

economic adversity.  

A by-product of the house is the support 

structure offered to families. Whether it’s  

the full-time and volunteer staff offering 

a shoulder to cry on or advice and a  

quiet word with other family members 

in similar situations, Herston House can 

become a beacon of hope for many. 

Funding

Ronald McDonald House Charities 

(RMHC), supports Ronald McDonald 

Houses in Australia and other programs 

which directly help seriously ill children 

live happier healthier lives. 

McDonald’s pays 100% of the general 

and administration costs of RMHC, so 

100 cents in every dollar donated goes 

directly to RMHC programs such as 

Ronald McDonald House.

Ronald McDonald House SEQ is a 

registered charity with a board that 

organises its own fundraising initiatives 

and is licensed by RMHC.  

Since 1985 RMHC has provided grants 

to Ronald McDonald Houses totaling 

over $15.8 million. The operating 

costs of the Houses are met through 

operational funding. 

Herston House receives support through 

partnerships with both business and 

the community, most notably through 

national campaigns such as McHappy 

Day which last year raised more than 

$1.9 million nationally for the charity. 

The Families

Families who stay at the houses are 

and health care services throughout 

Australia. The houses also accommodate 

families from New Zealand, the United 

Kingdom, USA, Canada, Japan, Papua 

New Guinea, Indonesia and the Pacific 

Islands. Many of the families are eligible 

for Queensland Government travel and 

accommodation assistance.

Getting involved

Volunteers are the heart of Ronald 

McDonald House Herston, and they 

come from all areas of the community 

from students and senior citizens to 

small and big businesses. 

Ronald McDonald House Herston relies 

on dozens of volunteers each year – 

many from corporate partners.

The Corporate Volunteer Team program 

caters for specific team projects to assist 

with business and corporate Community 

Employee Days. For more information 

on how to get involved, contact the 

 

email herston@rmh.org.au

In the NEIGHBOURHOOD

Good Food and 

DIVINE WINE
The Department of Tourism, Regional 

Development and Industry is a proud 

sponsor of the  RNA Royal Queensland 

Wine Show and the Taste of Queensland 

Stage in the Woolworths Fresh Food 

Pavilion at the EkkA. This sponsorship 

provides great opportunities to showcase 

Queensland wine and food to thousands 

of people from every part of Queensland. 

The Queensland wine industry:

 was established in 1860 and  

includes more than 185 wine makers 

across 10 wine regions

 extends from the southern Granite Belt 

to the fruit wine producers in northern 

Queensland

 is supported by an established wine 

tourism focus, with over 90 per cent of 

the State's winemakers operating  

a cellar door

 is internationally recognised with 

Queensland winemakers regularly 

winning gold medals at national and 

international wine shows.

The Queensland food manufacturing 

industry:

 is one of the largest manufacturing 

sectors in the State

 boasts production capabilities ranging 

from fresh fruit, vegetables, seafood 

and meat to value-added foods such 

as confectionary, dairy foods and 

ready-made meals

Queenslanders and contributes 

more than $15 billion per year to the 

Queensland economy.

For more information visit:  

www.dtrdi.qld.gov.au
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