
Showbiz•Spring•2008 7
Various products and services are provided by different entities of the Suncorp Group. The different entities in the Suncorp Group are not responsible or liable in respect of products or services provided by 
other entities in the Suncorp Group. Banking products are issued by Suncorp-Metway Ltd ABN 66 010 831 722. Equipment Finance products are issued by Suncorp Metway Advances Corporation Pty Ltd  
ABN 89 100 845 127. General insurance products are issued by Suncorp Metway Insurance Ltd ABN 83 075 695 966. 14353 11/09/08 A

We started out as an agricultural bank in 1902. And we're still standing by people on 
the land, through good times and bad. Best of all, your local Suncorp Agribusiness 
Managers can make decisions and help cut through red tape. So when it comes 
to ¯exible ®nance options including equipment ®nance, access to insurance and 
currency and interest rate risk management, we'll keep you one step ahead.

For over 100 years, our ®nance 
options have helped Australian 
farmers stay one step ahead.

Contact your local  
Agribusiness Specialist today.  
Call 13 11 55

The 2009 EkkA saw the launch of a 
number of new programs and events 
initiated by the Future Directions 
Committee. Following are some of  
the highlights.  

�t�� �0�W�F�S���U�I�F���m�S�T�U���m�W�F���E�B�Z�T���P�G���&�L�L�"�
��
members of the FDC hosted ªMeet 
the Ekka Toursº which introduced 
show patrons to the agricultural 
exhibits at the show. Conducted 
this year as a test model, the  
FDC will be reviewing the bene®ts 
of offering such a program at 
future shows. 

�t��The Sunday Mail VIP for a Day 
tours were also facilitated by the 
FDC with eight families given 
a royal treatment tour of the 
grounds. This initiative provided 
eight lucky families with an EkkA 
experience that money can't buy. 
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in conjunction with members of 
the Rural Ambassadors Program 
was a great success. Held on 
the ®rst Saturday of the show, the 
forum attracted 60 young people 
from across the state, all with a 
similar passion of keeping their 
regional communities and rural 
shows alive and invigorated. 

�t�� �5�I�F���I�J�H�I�M�J�H�I�U���P�G���U�I�F���&�L�L�"���D�B�M�F�O�E�B�S��
for the FDC was the City Meets 
Country Ball hosted in conjunction 
with the Lord Mayor's Community 
Trust. This inaugural event held at 
city hall saw 480 guests dance the 
night away while raising $25,000  
to the Lord Mayor's Community 
Trust for distribution to both city  
and rural causes. 

Once again the committee 
is accepting applications for 
membership. Applicants should  
be aged 18 to 35, passionate  
about the future success of the  
RNA and the EkkA, and feel they  
can make a valuable contribution  
to the committee. 

If you would like to know more  
about the FDC please contact the 
Chairman, Mr Bryce Camm.  
bryce@cammgroup.com.au

Visitors to this year's EkkA had their say 
on the future of the Royal Queensland 
Show and the RNA Showgrounds.

During the 10 days of EkkA, an exhibition 
stand in the Woolworths Fresh Food 
Pavilion showcased the RNA's vision for 
the site and included spectacular 3D 
models and artists' impressions of new 
buildings and open spaces. 

RNA staff were on hand to answer 
questions and take feedback on the 
proposed redevelopments. According 
to RNA President Dr Vivian Edwards, 
there was an overwhelming surge of 
support and relief from many who were 
worried about the EkkA's future.

ªWe have logged all feedback from the 
display stand and the consensus from 
show-goers is we are doing the right 
thing,º Dr Edwards said.

ªThere was great relief from many when 
they heard the EkkA would be staying.  
There was a lot of excitement about 
what the future might hold for the RNA 
Showgrounds. All the feedback we 
received is being taken into account by 
the project team.º

Three proponents have been 
shortlisted by the RNA and will submit 
their plans in December. A decision will 
be made in March 2009 on who will work 
with the RNA, with redevelopment of 
the Large Animal Pavilion and Industrial 
Pavilion starting in September 2009.

RNA Development 
Scheme Strategy gets 

THUMBS UP
EK• A SUCCESS 
for the Future Directions Commi!ee


