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well as deliver a new business model 

for event management in the future. 

ªThe announcement of our 

development partner is also an 

announcement of the continuation of 

the Royal Queensland Show, for at 

least another century; and af® rmation 

of the RNA's commitment to breathe 

new life and vitality into Queensland's 

grand RNA Showgrounds.º

Stage One will incorporate a major 

upgrade of the Industrial Pavilion 

and provision of modern animal 

pavilions, replacing the current 

obsolete facilities. It will also include a 

substantial investment by Lend Lease 

in infrastructure, public domain and 

commercial, retail and residential uses. 

ªThis initial phase will create an 

outstanding high street within the 

precinct, including Brisbane's largest 

inner city produce market which aligns 

with the RNA's core business and 

values,º said Mr Tunny.
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The announcement concludes a 

comprehensive Competitive Bid 

Process involving Lend Lease 

Development Pty Ltd and Leighton 

Properties Pty Ltd. Both parties 

submitted detailed redevelopment 

plans and commercial arrangements 

for the iconic RNA Showgrounds.

Announcing Lend Lease's appointment, 

RNA Chief Executive Jonathan 

Tunny said the RNA Showgrounds 

redevelopment would inject billions into 

the Queensland economy and create 

just over 2,000 jobs per annum over the 

development life of the project. 

ªLend Lease did an exceptional job in 

understanding the RNA's requirements 

to successfully maintain the EkkA as 
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With 2009 already racing by, I have 
found it comforting to pause and 
take stock of what is truly important 
± family, friends and community. 

The announcement in May of the RNA's preferred 
development partner, Lend Lease, for the $3 billion 
redevelopment of the RNA Showgrounds, is great news for 
the local community and the people of Queensland.

This development is necessary for three main reasons: 
to ensure the long term viability of the RNA and its facilities; 
to provide improved revenue streams so funds can be 
reinvested in the EkkA; and to generate year round, 
7-day a week vitality throughout the precinct for use by 
the community.

For the ® rst time in our history we will literally open up the 
site for community enjoyment everyday and new facilities 
will ensure EkkA remains one of the biggest and best events 
in the world. 

I congratulate Lend Lease and look forward to working 
with them over the next 15 years to deliver a world-class 
destination, rich in Queensland character and vitality. 

In March I had the pleasure of reviewing the progress of the 
RNA over the past year for the RNA Annual General Meeting 
and I am pleased to report the outlook is extremely positive.  

Earlier this year, the RNA appointed leading academic and 
business industry consultants to positions on 
the RNA Council and the RNA Executive Committee.

Councillor Catherine Sinclair, who joined the RNA Council 
in 2007, will work to strengthen the RNA's business and 
industry links through her new position on the RNA Executive 
Committee. 

Professor Peter Little, Executive Dean of Queensland 
University of Technology's Faculty of Business, has been 
newly elected to the RNA Council and brings considerable 
experience in both education and business. 

I congratulate both Peter and Catherine and look forward to 
working with them on future RNA projects. 

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of Showbiz and I look 
forward to providing further updates about EkkA and the 
RNA Redevelopment Project in the coming months.  

Dr Vivian Edwards, OAM
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ªFor the ® rst time in our history, the RNA will open up the site 
for use everyday by the community and improve connectivity 
with the Valley and Bowen Hills. Bicycle and pedestrian 
pathways will provide easy access through the RNA 
Showgrounds and on to the CBD.

ªThe development will ensure EkkA remains at the RNA 
Showgrounds, making Brisbane the only Royal Show in 
the country to maintain those true country and city links by 
holding the Show right here at its original inner city location.

ªIt will also ensure that handlers can continue to stay in close 
proximity to their prize-winning animals, with a new state-of-
the-art large animal facility and a new level of comfort!º

The RNA Showgrounds redevelopment will be the largest 
initial redevelopment project within the Urban Land 
Development Authority's (ULDA) Bowen Hills Urban 
Development Area and represents a close working 
relationship between the RNA and the recently formed ULDA. 

Since the RNA Development Scheme Strategy was of® cially 
announced in April 2008, the RNA has undertaken extensive 
community and stakeholder consultation to gather feedback 
from the Queensland public.

The RNA will work with Lend Lease to ® nalise plans for 
submission to the ULDA to enable development to start. 

Beginning immediately following this year's EkkA, the RNA 
will embark on a 15 year phase of enhancement, creation and 
recovery of the RNA Showgrounds' facilities.

ªBut the good news,º said Mr Tunny, ªEkkA will continue 
throughout the staged development and become an even 
better event upon completion.º

Queenslanders can ® nd out more by calling 1800 066 053.

From Left: Lend Lease Chief Operating Of® cer Asia Paci® c and Global Head of 
Development David Hutton, RNA Chief Executive Jonathan Tunny and RNA President 
Dr Vivian Edwards.
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